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Works of Literature

Is It Night or Day?

2010  --  Macmillan: Farrar, Straus & Giroux (Melanie Kroupa Books) released the hardcover of my second book, Is It Night or Day?.
This book tells the story of a 12-year-old girl (my mother) who escapes certain death at the hands of the Nazis by traveling alone to a new life in a foreign country. Young Edith's bewildered efforts to assimilate in America are as poignant as her struggle against constant feelings of abandonment and isolation. “As with the best writing,'' a Booklist reviewer wrote, ''the specifics about life as a young immigrant are universal.'' A prequel to my first book, Motherland, the new book explores the little known One Thousand Children project which rescued some 1,200 youngsters from the Holocaust. 

Is It Night or Day? has received several honors: 

* Junior Library Guild selection, spring 2010

* Booklist Top Ten Historic Fiction title for Youth 2010
* Young Adult Library Services Association (YALSA) Best Fiction Nominee for Young Adults 2010

* Booklist starred review

* Education.com 5th grade Summer Reading List 2010

Motherland
2001  --  Penguin released the paperback of my first book, Motherland.
2000  --  Viking released the hardcover of Motherland. 
This memoir follows a young mother's pilgrimage into her family's history.  I uneasily accompany my mother, Edith, a Holocaust escapee, on a baffling visit to the German village my mother left at the age of 12. Edith, the youngest member of the town's only remaining Jewish family, was sent alone and terrified to America to escape the Nazis in 1938. Nearly half a century later, my mother and I return to the village and gradually realize that no one has escaped the shame, guilt, and lingering scars of the war. Kirkus called the work “an outstanding portrait of the painful postwar waltz of Germans, their victims, and their victims' victims.”

Motherland has received the following honors:

* Named a finalist for the National Jewish Book Award 2000

* Named an Illinois State Library’s  “Read-For-A-Lifetime 2007-2008” title

* Named a Barnes & Noble "Discover New Great Writers" title 

* Selected as a featured title for "Quad Cities Reads" and "Racine Reads" (One book/one community book groups)

* Selected as a BookSense 76 pick

* Named to Booklist’s list of “Holocaust Literature: Best of the Year” (2000)

* Published in German and Dutch (The book is read in German classrooms to teach tolerance.)

The Illinois Association of the Teachers of English (IATE) selected me as its “2004 Illinois Author of the Year.” 

Schools that have used Motherland in their classrooms include:

* Valencia Community College, Orlando, Florida

* Woodlands Academy, Lake Forest, Illinois

* Radnor High School, Radnor, Pennsylvania

* Evanston Township High School, Evanston, Illinois

* Newark Junior High School, Newark, California

* Lebanon High School, Lebanon, New Hampshire

* Deerfield High School, Deerfield, Illinois

* The Haverford School for Boys, Haverford, Pennsylvania

Significant Speeches 

I have given speeches at schools, conferences, libraries, luncheons, book groups, charity benefits, churches, and synagogues. Highlights include:

* Featured Author, Voices and Visions – Valencia Community College’s Distinguished Artists Series, Orlando, Florida (2006)

* Featured Author, National Association of Teachers of English (NATE) annual convention, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania  (2005)

* Featured Author, Prologue Society and California Literary Society (eight-city west coast tour sponsored by the Northern Trust Bank - 2003) 

* Edward R. Hallowell Literary Lecturer (Fourth Annual), Haverford School for Boys, Haverford, Pennsylvania (2002)

* Presenter, Conference on Memory and Narrative, Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, Louisiana (2001)

* Featured Author, Heartland Literary Society, Chicago, Illinois (2001)

* Featured Author, Christamore House Guild Book and Author Luncheon, Indianapolis, Indiana (2000)

For a listing of upcoming events, please access details at my website.

Press Coverage 

I have been featured in numerous magazines and newspapers and appeared on dozens of television and radio shows. Highlights include:

* The Oprah Show (2002)
* “Voices in the Family” WHYY Philadelphia, Pennsylvania (2002) One-hour discussion

* “The Morning Show” WGTB Public Radio, Milwaukee, Wisconsin (2010) One-hour discussion

* “848” WBEZ Public Radio, Chicago, Illinois (2010)

* “The News Hour” WTTW Public Television, Chicago, Illinois (2004)

* “Make It Better (The New North Shore Magazine) Celebrates Local Authors” (August 2010) North Shore of Chicago, Illinois

* “The Sunday Papers” WGN Radio 720, Chicago, Illinois  (2006)

* Articles about my work have appeared in Las Vegas Sun (2004), Indianapolis Star (2000), Chicago Tribune (2002), Cleveland Plain Dealer (2000) and numerous other publications. I also have been featured in several German newspapers.

Adaptations 

* Hallmark Entertainment has optioned the film rights for Motherland. 
* Two actors in a theater in Rüsselsheim, Germany presented an interpretation of Motherland in 2009.

Professional Experience

2010   --  instructor, College of Lake County (CLC) Personal Enrichment Program, Grayslake, Illinois 

 
Through “Works-in-Progress,” I have helped adults and middle school students develop their fiction and non-fiction works over the course of the year. In addition, I have taught many writing seminars and workshops including “Crafting Your Novel” and “How To Edit Your Own Work.” 

2004 to 2009  --  advisor (part-time) to the award-winning Lake Forest College (LFC) newspaper, The Stentor, Lake Forest, Illinois


As a Richter Scholar mentor at LFC in 2009, I worked with one student on a daily basis for six weeks. Together, we organized her memoir and developed her book proposal.  I taught journalism and creative writing classes at Northwestern University, LFC and the CLC. During this time, I also served as an editorial consultant for The Woodstock Independent, a community newspaper in Woodstock, Illinois.
1985- present  --  free-lance writer 


My articles, opinion pieces, and book reviews have appeared in the Chicago Tribune, the Washington Post, US News & World Report, Fortune, PC World, USA Today, the Wall Street Journal and many other publications.  Fortune Magazine and the Chicago Tribune Magazine have featured several of my articles as cover stories. For two years (2004-6), my monthly column on book clubs appeared in the Chicago Tribune’s book review section. 


Recently, I have written articles for alumni magazines, including Lake Forest College’s Spectrum and Northwestern University’s Northwestern. From 1999-2005, I wrote the bi-annual Highland Park/Deerfield High School newsletter that informed residents about noteworthy events at the two Illinois schools, and I wrote a bi-annual newsletter and web site copy for the Citadel Investment Group, Chicago, Illinois. 

1995-1997  --  editorial consultant (two-days-a-week, part-time work) to the Morningstar Investor newsletter, Chicago, Illinois. 

1990-1995  --   adjunct instructor, Northwestern University’s Medill School of Journalism, Evanston, Illinois


I taught graduate-level classes in magazine writing, news writing, and creative non-fiction.  In addition, I, along with other faculty members from Northwestern University, conducted writing seminars for business clients including Strong Funds in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Morton Salt, and the American Association of Dentists. 

1983-85 --  contract writer, Fortune Magazine

I wrote dozens of articles and book reviews for the magazine on a range of subjects including childcare, medical ethics, and insurance issues. During this period, I also taught journalism classes at Loyola University, Chicago, Illinois.

1981-83 - reporter, Chicago Tribune

My articles appeared in business, news, features and the Chicago Tribune Magazine.  During this period, I also taught English classes at North Park College, Chicago, Illinois.

1979-81 - Washington correspondent, Forbes Magazine

 I wrote articles for the magazine on U.S. legislation that affected large companies.

 1978-79 – reporter, the Berns Bureau, Washington, D.C. 


I covered Capitol Hill for small newspapers, including the Kenosha News in Kenosha, Wisconsin, and radio stations, such as KOA in Colorado.
Education

1977  --  Masters of Science, Northwestern University’s Medill School of Journalism

1976  --  Bachelor of Arts, University of Wisconsin-Madison 


During a study abroad program, I attended Trinity College in Oxford, England to study literature. In addition, I took several graduate-level English classes at the University of Chicago (early1980s).
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